
 

 

 

When one fighter demonstrates even a Slight Advantage in EFFECTIVE STRIKING/ 

GRAPPLING, that fighter shall win that round without any regard for either fighter’s 

Aggressiveness or Cage/Ring Control  

ONE FIGHTER DEMONSTRATES AN ADVANTAGE IN EFFECTIVE 

STRIKING/GRAPPLING 

EFFECTIVE AGGRESSIVENESS 

CAGE RING CONTROL 

 

UNDERSTANDING THE CONCEPT OF                                     

PRIORITIZED CRITERIA 
AS IT APPLIES TO CORRECTLY SCORING AN MMA BOUT 

We accept that MMA Bouts shall be scored based on a comparative evaluation of each fighters: 

• EFFECTIVE STRIKING/GRAPPLING  
• EFFECTIVE AGGRESSIVENESS 
• CAGE/RING CONTROL 

But NEVER as a RANDOM or SUBJECTIVE BLEND of 

These Evaluative Categories  

ONLY when neither fighter demonstrates even a Slight Advantage in EFFECTIVE 

STRIKING/ GRAPPLING should the judge consider an advantage in EFFECTIVE 

AGGRESSIVENESS to determine the winner of that round.  

NO ADVANTAGE IN EFFECTIVE STRIKING/GRAPPLING 

EFFECTIVE AGGRESSIVENESS 

CAGE RING CONTROL 

 

SHALL NOT BE 

CONSIDERED 

SHALL NOT BE 

CONSIDERED 

SHALL NOT BE 

CONSIDERED 

SHALL NOT BE 

CONSIDERED 

Only when neither fighter demonstrates even a Slight Advantage in EFFECTIVE 

STRIKING/ GRAPPLING or EFFECTIVE AGGRESSIVENESS should the judge consider 

an advantage in CAGE/RING CONTROL to determine the winner of that round.  

NO ADVANTAGE IN EFFECTIVE STRIKING/GRAPPLING 

NO ADVANTAGE IN EFFECTIVE AGGRESSIVENESS 

CAGE RING CONTROL 

 

In each round, Effective Striking/Grappling shall be considered the first priority in 

assessing the relative merits of each fighter performance. Effective Aggressiveness is a 

‘Plan B’ and should not be considered unless the judge has determined that there was no 

advantage in Effective Striking/Grappling.  Cage/Ring Control (‘Plan C’) should only be 

applicable when a judge determines that both fighters have failed to establish an 

advantage in either Effective Striking/Grappling OR Cage/Ring Control. This will be an 

extremely rare occurrence. 
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